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A Study of Jade Virtue Acclaimed from Jade Culture
in Eastern Zhou

Huang Jiann-chen™
Abstract

Eastern Zhou period was a tumultuous era. Based on the characteristics of jade,
Confucianism was concentrated on the high moral doctrine, and raised a moral and
ethical philosophy under the ancient tradition of appreciating jades. It hoped to
reconstruct a stable and harmonious society. Therefore, wearing elegant jades was built
among the nobles to show their compliance with the ethics and pay attention to
etiquette, and that had profound implications for developing Chinese jade culture.

This article through the historical records, combined with archaeological data,
public and private collections of jades, has researched the influence of Confucianism

on the jade culture during the period.

Keywords: Eastern Zhou period, Quiyujianmin(§ % B 1%), Jade virtue, Jade as

rich metaphor, Jade culture.
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