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Commemorating Chinese merchants benefactors in Malacca
The case of Captain Li Weijing (1614-1688)

FH75s A i BL A WAL IR — DUIZER4K(1614-1688) 7415

Claudine SALMON
EBURMEA A DT B

Summary
The purpose of stone inscriptions in praise of the merits of local worthies, called in Chinese song de bei
RE{ERE or also gongde bei LIF51%, was to publicize the merits of eminent contemporaries. This literary
genre, which was greatly in vogue in China until the end of the Qing Dynasty, and even after, was
rather rare in the diaspora. However in Malacca six such laudatory steles, which were erected between
[1685] and 1910, are displayed inside sanctuaries. Aside from the stele of 1795 set up by a Buddhist
monk in honour of the donors who contributed money to build a temple to sacrifice at the foot of the
Sanbao shan —# 11| cemetery, the other ones (all displayed in the Qingyun ting / Cheng Hoon Teng 7
=, the oldest temple of the city) are in praise of former leaders of the community, and emanate from
land even worship of their former leaders, by focusing on Captain Li Weijing 2= A48 (1614-1688) for
whom we have some information, and who is the only one to have a memorial portrait displayed in the

Qingyun ting.

Judging from the various collections of epigraphs at our disposal,' Malacca seems to
be the only place in Southeast Asia where stone inscriptions in praise of the merits of
local worthies, called in Chinese song de bei ME{#=H% or also gongde bei TIEf4, are to
be found. The song 28 “eulogy” or “panegyric”, similar in construction to the zan #&
(hence the term song zan “Hi#, “to commend, to eulogize”) consists generally of a
prose introduction followed by the actual inscription to be placed on a stele in a
tetrameter reminiscent of the song section of the Shijing 4%, “Classic of poetry”.
The song of the Shijing were written for official aims: such as to thank Heaven for its
propitious action, to commend the virtue of an ancestor of the imperial family, to
celebrate the achievements of the central government, to publicize the benefits of a
reign. The panegyric was in principle sung during an official ceremony, or during a
formal dinner. Starting with the Eastern Han Dynasty, eulogies, written either in verse
or in prose, or also in prose mixed with verse, were engraved on stone.” Their purpose

!'See inter alia W. Franke &% J# & Chen Tieh Fan %% L, with the assistance of Chen Tien 15,
Teo Lee Kheng JREENP, Hu Chiin-yin #f5% & Wang Tze Ping T Z ¥, Chinese Epigraphic
Materials in Malaysia / Malaixiya huawen mingke cuibian 15274 58 #E 3L 34 %% 45, Kuala Lumpur,
University of Malaya, 1982-1987, 3 vol., 1510 p., index; W. Franke {§& f, in collaboration with C.
Salmon #£# % & Anthony Siu % [BI{#, with the assistance of Hu Chiin-yin #{&# and Teo Lee
Kheng 5RFEW, Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Indonesia FI)J% )6 4 0t #ESC$% %5 4, Singapore,
South Seas Society, 1988-1997, 3 wvol.,, XVIII, 575+L, 870+ 424 p; W. Franke and Pornpan
Juntaronanont %75, with the assistance of Hu Chiin-yin # & and Teo Lee Kheng SR (eds.),
Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Thailand / Thaiguo huawen mingke huibian 7% B 3E L $8.%) 52 4,
Taipei, Xin wenfeng chuban gongsi, 1998, 786 p.

?See Robert E. Harrist Jr., The Landscape of Words. Stone Inscriptions from Early and Medieval
China, Seattle & London: University of Washington, 2008, p. 59.

3 See inter alia the Shimen song 41128 “Eulogy of the Stone Gate” or Gu silixiaowei Jianwei Yang
Mengwen jun song U E] R g 2945 d SCH 2, “Eulogy of the Former Metropolitan Commandant,
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was to publicize the merits of eminent contemporaries. This literary genre was greatly
in vogue in China until the end of the Qing Dynasty, and even after.

As for the six laudatory steles in Malacca, which are all displayed inside
sanctuaries, they were erected between [1685] and 1910. If we put aside the stele of
1795 set up by a Buddhist monk in honour of the donors who contributed money to
build a temple to sacrifice at the foot of the Sanbao shan =% 11| cemetery,” the other
ones (all displayed in the Qingyun ting /Cheng Hoon Teng T Z£5) are in praise of
former leaders of the community, and emanate from local personalities. The two
oldest ones commend the merits of the captains Li Weijing 2= 4545 [1685] and Zeng
Qilu & HAk [1703], both of them Ming loyalists native to Xiamen /& [, Fujian, and
related by intermarriages,” while two others are in honour of three Masters of the
Qingyun ting or tingzhu 5 7E.° The one, dated 1848, is dedicated to the first Master
Liang Meiji £%7 (1787-1839),” a position which from then on replaced that of
former Captain. The next dated winter 1897 or early 1898 was erected in honour of
former Master Chen Xianzhang [ % %% (1828-1884, eldest son of Chen Juchuan [ &
JII, see below, known in English sources as Tan Beng Swee),8 who founded the
Fengshun Free School or Fengshun yixue 2 JIEiZ5%° and protected the Sanbao shan
cemetery against encroachments by the British authorities.'” The last one dated 1910
is in praise of four former Masters, namely Liang Meiji Z£3€ 7, Xue Wenzhou f¥ 3
(1793-1847), Chen Juchuan [#=)!| (1806-1864, known in English as Tan Kim
Seng P# 4 %, from Yongchun 7K % Department, Fujian, who was a wealthy
businessman in Malacca and Singapore),'' Chen Xianzhang [ % %, and the Deputy
Master Chen Wenyuan [ i E. "2

The authors of the eulogies of [1706], 1795, 1848 and 1897/98 were literati from
South China whose names and functions are engraved, while those of the inscriptions
of [1685] and 1910 have not been disclosed. If the later eulogy, written in a rather
simple Chinese, may well emanate from the Master of the temple Chen Minzheng [#
HE who took the initiative of erecting the stele of merits, the question remains open
for that of [1685], in verse and in an exquisite calligraphy. One may conceive that

His Lordship Yang Mengwen of Jianwei”, AD 148 (now kept in Hanzhong Municipal Museum,
Shaanxi), translation in Harrist, The Landscape of Words, pp. 53-60; the Kongmiao ligi bei FL)git4 %%
fifl, AD 156, which is in praise of Confucius’ mother and wife, and is kept in the temple to Confucius in
Qufu [l &, Shandong province.

* Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al, Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 271-272.

> Zeng Qilu married Li Weijing’s daughter; cf. Hibino Takeo H HL¥§3 7, “Marakka no chainizu
kapitan no keifu v 5 v #DF v 4 =—RX A © X > D RE”, Tonan azia kenkyi W 7 ¥ 7,
VI:4, 1969: 97-101; Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al, Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1: 231-
132.

6 After Malacca had come under the British in 1825, there was apparently no more appointment of
captain, and the Master of the temple elected by the Chinese also acted as head of the community.

7 Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al, Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 250.

¥ Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years’ History of the Chinese in Singapore (first ed. 1923), Singapore:
University Malaya Press, 1967, several entries in the index.

° The building of the former Free school was burned down on February, 14, 2014; see
http://www.orientaldaily.com.my/~oriental/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=124415:&Item

id=370

' Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 263-264.

' See inter alia, Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years’ History of the Chinese in Singapore, several
entries in the index.

2 Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, pp. 268-269
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among the Ming refugees based in Malacca, some of them were able to compose such
poetical texts, but did not want to unveil their names; but the eventuality that, in
regard to the political situation, a literatus commissioned to write the eulogy in China
also would remain anonymous, cannot be excluded. The Zheng &} regime in Taiwan
had come to an end in 1683, but the lifting of the ban on maritime trade by the Qing
rulers only dated back to 1684, and the revival of Chinese commercial activities had
just begun. Moreover the Qing dispatched several expeditions to chase the rest of the
Zhengs’ fleet during the five years that followed the fall of the Zhengs.

Worth noting, the first two eulogies are dated according to a calendar based on the
jiazi ¥~ system, in which cyclical characters combine in turn to form a cycle of
sixty years. Refusing to acknowledge the Manchu ruling emperor, here Kangxi [FEEE

(1662-1722), these Ming loyalists made use of the substitute Long fei /¢ or “Flying
Dragon” and in so doing maintained a certain temps politique, showing that, at least in
their mind, they were living in a Ming time, and refused to recognize the legitimacy
of the Qing Dynasty. Here we intend to reflect on the manner the Chinese of Malacca
initiated commemoration and even worship of their former leaders, by focusing on
Captain Li Weijing for whom we have some information, and who is the only one to
have a memorial portrait displayed in the Qingyun ting & 2= 5, the oldest temple of

the city.

Locating Li Weijing in the chronology of the captaincy in Malacca

Although the question of knowing if the captaincy already existed during the
Portuguese rule remains unsolved, we know that after the Dutch had captured the city
in 1641, they established such a function, and the first appointee was a person known
in European sources under the name of “Notchin” or “Nootsian” in Dutch records."
According to Chinese tradition, the position of “first captain” was assumed to be a
certain Zheng Fangyang % 7% ;. Hibino Takeo by investigating ancestral tablets kept
in the Qingyun ting 7 2= 5 and various epitaphs in the Sanbao shan =¥ 11| cemetery,
succeeded in establishing that Zheng Fangyang was born in 1632 and died in 1677.
His father, Zheng Zhenshu Zf E ¥l (1586-[1648]), native to Longxian #E % &,
Zhangzhou 7%/, Fujian, had come to Malacca after the fall of the Ming, and died
there. The date at which Zheng Fangyang was appointed captain remains to be
established.'*

Hibino Takeo also managed to present Zheng Fangyang’s first three successors: Li
Weijing (1612-1688), Li Zhenghao Z=1E3 (1662-1708), son of the former, and Zeng
Qilu % H %k (1643-1718), son-in-law of Li Weijing. In proceeding in the same
manner, he succeeded in reconstructing a tentative chronological list of captains up to
Zeng Fangshi 1 {75 (1793-1874). This new chronology was in turn modified by
David K. Chng (Zhuang Qinyong) who argued that other captains should be added.

13 Justus Schouten, “Siege and Capture of Malacca from Portuguese in 1640-1641. Extracts from the
Archives of the Dutch East India Company,” transl. by Mac Hacobian, part III, Journal of the Malayan
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, XIV: 1 (1936), pp. 131-132: “The Chinese living at Bazar, on the
North of the city, have their own Captain Notchin who lives on small merchandise”, Yeh Hua Fen,
“The Chinese of Malacca”, in Historical Guide of Malacca, (First ed. 1824), Singapore: Published by
the Malacca Historical Society, Second ed. 1938, p. 81; Hibino Takeo, “Marakka no chainizu kapitan
nokeifu v 7 v ADF v =—RXHERX>DHRiE", p.88.

' Hibino Takeo, “Marakka no chainizu kapitan no keifu”, pp. 90-92.
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The first, Si Sia, whose name only appears in Dutch sources, should be listed just
before Li Weijing; the second, Chan Jamqua, involved in business with British
merchants, who may have been the eldest son of Captain Zeng Qilu, known in
Chinese sources as Zeng Yingju & %, would have succeeded his father. Finally,
Chng also established that the last captain, Zeng Shifang %4 1H:7%5 or Zeng Folin ¥ fiff
%k, known in European sources as Chan Olim or Chan Hoot Lim, remained in office
until 1828."

Li Weijing and his close relatives

A fragmentary genealogy of the Lis from Xiamen still preserved in Makassar'® allows
us to better perceive Li Weijing and some relatives of his who also migrated to
Malacca in the late 1640s or early 1650s: Li Weijing himself reached Malacca in 1644,
perhaps in the company of his elder brother Li Weiji Z5%%4C; for we know that the
latter died at sea, in 1653, when he returned to China on board a foreign ship, because
the latter was attacked by pirates. As for their father, Li Cijiang ZX{X{L, and their
mother Huang Daniang 75 KUK they passed away in Fujian respectively in 1645 and
1656. A cousin of Li Weijing, Li Jin Z%# (born in 1625), died in Malacca in 1685; a
nephew, Li Hanhui 255 ), reached the latter city in 1677, and came to an end there
in 1684 when he was 36 years old,'” but neither their ancestral tablets nor tombstones
have come to us.

In regard to Li Weijing’s wife, the Lishi zupu states that her family name was Xu
%%, her personal name Xiniang 4R, and that she was the mother of their two sons,
early names Liangong i# 7% and Fanggong 75 A, i.e. Zhengkun IE¥f who died at sea
in 1681 when he was going to China, and Zhenghao 1E3 (1662-1708) as well as two
daughters (Ruijin ¥4, Chengjin i 4);'® consequently one may assume that Xu
Xiniang accompanied her husband to Malacca. However neither her ancestral tablet
nor her epitaph has been found. Moreover the couple’s tombstone inscription in
Malacca (which is no longer the original one) records Li’s wife name as being
Songshi KX, (plate 1)" while the husband and wife ancestral tablet erected by
“their son Zhenghao” and kept in the Qingyun ting, ignores her personal name and
date of birth but states that she passed away in [1697]” so that the problem remains
unsettled.

' See David K. Chng (Zhuang Qinyong), “Majiujia huaren jiabidan xintan F& 7~ FF #E A LA FRETE”,
in XinJia huarenshi xinkao "0 3#E N S ¥125 / History of the Chinese in Singapore and Malacca,
Singapore: Nanyang xuehui, 1990, pp. 1-31.
'® Manuscript copy of the genealogy of the Li family from the village of Gangkoushe # I14}:, Xiamen,
entitled Fujiansheng quanzhoufu tong’anxian jiaheli nianerdu, zengxibao suidexiang gangkoushe
guangyutang lishi zupu ¥ 24 5N FFFIZERATE R B — H0 R ARAZ HAR IS L 41 8 225 [ s
hereafter abridged as Lishi zupu (photocopied in Makassar in 2005).
' Lishi zupu, pp. 25, 33, 27, 37.
'8 As a matter of fact Li Chengjin (1661-1724) was the wife of Capitan Zeng Qilu % H4% (1643-1718)
and her tablet is kept in the Qingyun ting 75 2% 5 along with that of her husband, and their effigies.
" Franke & Chen Tieh Fan (ed.), Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1982, I, p. 369. The
inscription reads:
ERWEERA

1k
AR R
2% Hibino Takeo H FLEF k5, “Malacca no Chinese Kapitan no keifu”, p. 94.
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The genealogy does not allude to the fact that Li Weijing had been appointed
captain, but states that he had very good relations with the Dutch Governor of
Malacca (B2 FEHAH13%).*' In our opinion Li Weijing may well be no other than the so
called “Captain Si Sia” who was an agent of the Dutch East India Company (VOC).
In 1677, Captain Si Sia is reported to have dispatched a junk to Xiamen on behalf of
the VOC with a cargo of pepper.22 It is most probably that fact which is recorded in
the Lishi zupu where it is stated that in that very year Li Weijing eldest son, Zhengkun,
returned to Fujian on board a junk, paid a visit to his family, and alluded to a project
of his father to return to China for good, project which was not accomplished. But he
donated a certain amount of money for the construction in his native place Gankoushe
W 1 #E, of an ancestral temple of the main clan, named Guangyu tang Y6 #%.% The
shrine was badly damaged by the Japanese during World War Two (See plate 2), but
in 2013 some members of the Li family from the nearby village of Shangli 2%
undertook to rebuild it, although they did not know much about their ancestors
because the local genealogy had been lost. As regards the Lis of Malacca, we lose the
traces of Captain Li Zhenghao’s children, because their personal names cannot be
deciphered on their father’s ancestral tablet, and the tomb of the said captain seems to
have been destroyed. According to the Lishi zupu, Li Zhenghao married a local wife
who in 1697 bore him a son, named Li Chao 253>

Li Kap’s achievements in public memory

The Qingyun ting which according to local records was founded in 1673 % has
remained the cradle of the local community and public memory. It is in this sanctuary
that is sheltered the oldest stele in praise of Li Weijing. The tablet richly ornamented,
was most likely engraved in Fujian province (see plate 3). Its inscription attests to the
moral qualities of the captain as leader of the Ming loyalist community, but also to his
great generosity and willingness to help the indigent, and to venerate the deceased. It
reads:

Eulogy of Lord Li, Kapitan, for his extensive charitable works and great
meritoriousachievements

The tabooed name of Lord Li was Weijing, and his biehao was Lunchang. He
was a native of Lujiang (Xiamen), Yintong (Tong’an [E]Z county). Because to-
wards the end of the Ming Dynasty the declining country was faced with
troubles, Lord Li navigated southwards and settled in Malacca where, under his
able leadership, he served and protected the community with integrity and
conspicuous merits, hence the blessings of this country. He did extensive charity
work in order to save those who were in need. He acquired a plot of land which he
made into a cemetery. Blessings are everywhere, and disorders nowhere, We
engraved this stone stele for posterity.

' Fujiansheng quanzhoufu tong’anxian jiaheli nianerdu, zengxibao suidexiang gangkoushe
guangyutang lishi zupu &8 SR M A 22558 52 AR BT #0005 IR R AR AR ARHE 11 41 o'a iy of 4 IRk
(herafter abridged in Lishi zupu), p 6.

*2 Balthazar Bort, “Report on Malacca, 1678”, translated by M.J. Bremner, Journal of the Malayan
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 5:1 (1927), p. 131.

> Lishi zupu, p 33: S AR KGO R Ty E i A TR .

** Lishi zupu, p. 38b.

> Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 245, quoting a stele
dated 1845/46 commemorating the repair of the Qingyun ting.
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Stele erected by Lin Fangkai #£755# and others (altogether 36 names) in the
year Long fei yichou [1685].

DA A RS DTt
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The public memory of Li Weijing’s accomplishments was kept alive during the
19™ and 20™ centuries thanks to further inscriptions which have been exposed in the
Qingyun ting. First should be mentioned an undated eulogy, huazan 2%, which was
composed by Captain Zeng Youliang % 5 (1771-1822), when an ancestral portrait
(shoutu =F or “portrait of longevity”) of Li Weijing (plates 3 & 4) was
unexpectedly rediscovered (¢ 1M #3 2 G i# 2 [#]), presumably during the rule of
Captain Zeng. The text (the first line of which is partly decipherable) has been written
on the upper part of the scroll. It expresses the emotion of the captain when he
discovered the portrait:*®

(...) At first glance, one is struck by his august appearance; on closer view, one is
impressed by his dignified bearing. The seriousness of his face appears in the
painting, but his dark-colored ceremonial hair dress and his sober robe, signs of his
lack of interest for refinement, and of his taste for the fundamental things,
illuminate his inner life. I I've heard that his actions had been highly respected and
that the manner he treated the people with kindness has been continuously
praised...

(...) FMfFZiE#@ ], MM, AEAR : @ie, ARTR. &30
AhE, SR AT, AREXERM, ECHE, DB . RIRAT
. HATORHE BAL HRRAE, ERekaR, MEE--

In 1846 a stele was erected on the occasion of the installation of a memorial tablet, for
Captain Li Weijing within the temple by the Master Xue Wenzhou i3 A}, Its title
reads Fengsi Li Weijing luwei bei Z51E245 F4#& 4% AL “Sacrifice to the memorial
tablet of Li Weijing”. The text, composed by Chen Junging AR from Guihai £
(Haicheng 3§, Zhangzhou &M prefecture), records Li Weijing’s life and merits,
but without disclosing new facts.*’

26 Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 225.

*7 Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 248. Xue Wenzhou
also set up a stele to commemorate the installation of a memorial tablet in honour of Captain Zheng
Fangyang; Op. cit., p. 247.



The same Xue Wenzhou B 3 also erected two pairs of undated wooden tablets
in praise of Li Weijing, one explicitly composed to accompany the retrieved ancestral
portrait, which has been since exposed within the Qingyun ting (#%& & & H WP+ K
22 [E| 5. They read:

He ruled the people, far far away from home, there never was a fault in his
administration.

He scored outstanding success a long long time ago, it still evokes our highest
admiration.*®

& HLANE B3I o A 5 5 I
EERE 3 B/ (I3
This couplet leads us to proceed to the painting.

Li Weijing’s memorial portrait and its mysteries

Before scrutinizing the painting displayed in the Qingyun ting, we need to pause
for a while and reflect on what was the archetypical dashou tu K Z%[&] represented in
the Chinese culture. The ancestral portrait, to borrow the phrasing of Jan Stuart and
Evelyn Rawski,”’ “is always in a hanging scroll format and depicts a forebear shown
full-length, customarily in a rigidly frontal and symmetrical pose seated in a chair,
and wearing formal highly decorate clothing. Always positioned at the center of the
composition, the ancestor’s face is the main focus of the attention and the expressions
of all ancestors are virtually identically dignified and detached, with a somber forward
gaze and impassive mouth. The ancestor seems shrouded in stillness, removed from
all worldly activity, and never performs a gesture more active than fingering a
costume accessory.” These conventions of iconic pose are seemingly derived from
traditions of portraying deities and rulers as images aimed at inspiring awe and
devotion. *° The painters were generally anonymous, so that the event of making the
portrait s distanced from the surviving image.’' Although information on Ming
practice is not sufficient to determine how ancestor portraits were used in ancestral
rites by commoners, some scholars believe that they were intended for family
veneration and were hung at the New Years for family rituals.*

The portrait of Malacca depicts Li Weijing, seated in an unadorned chair, in a
Ming casual dress of blue colour, characterized by wide sleeves (which went out of

% Franke, Chen Tieh Fan et al., Chinese Epigraphic Materials in Malaysia, 1, p. 227. Translation by
C.S. Wong, 4 Gallery of Chinese Captains W W F}, Singapore: Dewan Bahasa dan Kebudayaan
Kebangsaan, 1963, p. 8.

? Jan Stuart & Evelyn Rawski, Worshipping the Ancestors. Chinese Commemorative Portraits,
Washington (DC)/Standford (CA): The Freer Gallery of Art / Arthur M. Sackler Gallery / Smithsonian
Institution in association / Standford University Press, 2001, p. 52.

30 Stuart & Rawski, Worshipping the Ancestors, p. 52.

*! Richard Virograd, Boundaries of the Self. Chinese portraits 1600-1900, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2001, p. 2. The author adds that in some cases ancestor-portraits relied on verbal
adaptations by relatives of the deceased in fashioning a posthumous portrait, or in some cases the
painter sold prefabricated “likenesses” that could serve memorial functions.

32 Stuart & Rawski, Worshipping the Ancestors, p. 49; Alan Priest, “Note on a Chinese Portrait”,
Bulletin of the Metropolitan Museum 30:8 (1935), p. 166.
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fashion in the Qing times) and a black hair dress decorated with a white insignia.
However the shape of the white protective huling #%H sewn on his collar is perhaps a
bit odd, and his garment exhibits a centre slit reminiscent of original Qing robes —
Ming robes only had side slits beginning below the waist. These facts may indicate
that the painter had come from Qing China, and was not very familiar with former
Ming male dresses, or that the painting was “recopied”, because the original one was
damaged. Li is represented with his face barely turned® revealing only his right ear,
but with a frontal stare peculiar to Chinese forebear portraits, “as having achieved a
supra-mundanae level of existence”. The subject is hiding both hands, an attitude
common in female ancestral portraits, but seemingly less frequent for male portraits
from the Ming period as well as afterwards. The term (da) shoutu (X)z%|&] “portrait
of longevity” used by Zeng Youliang in his eulogy and by Xue Wenzhou in his
couplet, may indicate that the subject was alive when the painting was composed.**
However ancestor portraits were made either when the subject was still alive or after
he passed away. One may assume that the one of Captain Li’s wife was lost, because
in standard practice such paintings were made by pairs, with a husband and wife
portrayed individually.

This ancestral painting retrieved in unclear circumstances, perhaps when the last
descendant of Li Weijing had passed away, has become an emblematic portrait, which
is still venerated by the whole Chinese community.

This brief presentation was aimed at showing that Malacca was the southernmost
corner where, since the last decades of the 17 century, literati values were deeply
projected into a Chinese diasporic mercantile community. Li Weijing’s eulogy, as
well as the following ones, is clear evidence of the fact that these Chinese merchants,
or perhaps in some cases literati merchants, shishang 17, like their counterparts in
mainland China since the end of the Ming Dynasty,” were greatly concerned with
social welfare. In so doing, they were appreciated locally and consequently improved
their social status. In the motherland this kind of philanthropists, or shanren 3% N\,
were given pride of place in literary records and even local gazetteers,’® while in
Malacca they were mainly commemorated in panegyrics engraved on stone.

Although Captain Li’s commercial activities were completely obliterated in the
eulogy, his philanthropic works — here the purchase of a plot of land to be made into
a public cemetery, and his assistance to indigent people — indirectly attest enough to
the profits he made from his trade. Taking into account the fact that the laudatory
stone inscription in his honour was funded by thirty odd worthies, one may wonder if
Li Weijing may also have initiated a “benevolent association” or shanhui 3%, like
those in vogue in China at that time, and which to some extent assumed duties similar
to those of local authorities.”’

3 According to Stuart & Rawski, Op. cit., p. 42, it was “the most popular pose before frontality became
a defining characteristic of ancestor portraits in the 16" century.”

** The usual term would be dashou xiang K% or “portrait of great longevity”; Stuart & Rawski,
Worshipping the Ancestors. Chinese Commemorative Portraits, p. 194.

¥ See Liang Qizi R H% (Leung A.K.C.), Shishan yu jiaohua. MingQing de cishan zuzhi Jiti 3% L4k,
W3 [ 2635 41 4% (Philanthropy and Education. MingQing Benevolent Associations), Taipei: Lianjing,

1997, p. 62 and following.

3% Liang Qizi, Shishan yu jiaohua. MingQing de cishan zuzhi, p. 63

31 Cf. Liang Qizi, Shishan yu jiaohua. MingQing de cishan zuzhi, p. 37
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Li Wejing’s memorial portrait (and perhaps that of the long-haired Chinese Chan
monk Dashan Killl (16332-17022)°%) is seemingly the only one to have come to us in
regard to 17" century-southeast Asia. Moreover, the fact that it has been exposed in a
“public” place of memory causes the viewers to reflect on how local Chinese
communities remember history and how some views are legitimated and others are
minimized or erased.

3% This painting is venerated in the Triuc Lam Ty 7T#R=F, temple located in the surroundings of Hué,
Central Vietnam. Such Buddhist portraitures served as a nearby iconic reminder of the presence of the
venerated teacher after master and disciples were separated either by death or distance; cf. Virograd,
Boundaries of the Self, p. 5; Griffith T. Foulk, Robert H. Sharf, “On the ritual use of Ch’an portraiture
in medieval China”, Cahiers d’Extréme-Asie, 7, 1993, pp. 149-219. In the case of Dashan, who was
known to be a good painter, it is difficult to ascertain if the portrait was commissioned or made by him.
For a reproduction, see C. Salmon, “Regards sur quelques voyageurs chinois sur le Viét Nam du XVII®
s.”, in Denys Lombard & Roderich Ptak (eds.), 4sia Maritima, Images et réalités / Bilder und
Wiklichkeit 1200—1800, Wiesbaden : Harrassowitz, 1994, p. 134.
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Introduction: An Assessment of Early Modern History and

Its Periodization

Ann Heylen

BV I N0 B Ee=E NI EEd

The selected title for this chapter as “Taiwan in Late Ming and Qing China” might
strike a sensitive nerve with some academics and intellectuals, based on the argument
that especially the connotation “late Ming H:HH” implies that the Taiwan entity as we
know it now was part of Ming China.

Conveniently speaking, the periodization of late Ming and Qing offers a useful and
workable metaphor for the advancement of historical scholarship. If the periodization
of late Ming and Qing is necessary for a successful pursuit of historical research, it
also creates leverage for the historiography of the thematic choices and approaches
that enable one to discern the ideological connotations, such as continuities and
discontinuities with previous dynastic perspective periodizations.

The Appearance of Taiwan in Scholarship on Late Ming China

The paradigm that upholds the scholarly discussion of Taiwan in late Ming and Qing
converges both the Chinese dynastic and Euro-centric vision of expansionism. Taiwan
features where East meets West in a common understanding on how to write the
incorporation of the island into the Chinese imperial (dynastic) and European
expansionist history.

The maritime tradition remains subordinate to the agrarian dominated heartland, yet it
did develop toward the end of the Ming as a result of Chinese migration to the
neighbouring states that traded with the newly arrived Europeans, basically in service
of largely European capitalism. The notion that China is an expanding empire is
underscored at all times, and the theme that befits the Taiwan discussion within this
framework is that of the frontier. The frontier as another concept of the geographical
demarcation mirrors the periphery and retains China as the centre. Such has also
become the historical reality from 1684 onwards when Taiwan was incorporated into
the Qing dynasty. Hence, the frontier allows seeing the continuity through to the next
phase, from Ming into Qing up to 1895.
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Apart from the frontier explanation that incorporates Taiwan into the Chinese
expanding empire paradigm at the expense of the maritime tradition, the existing yet
limited scholarly knowledge of the indigenous population and the etymology of the
island’s name must also be acknowledged.

In step with the emergence of Taiwan subjectivity (Taiwan zhutixing 5 % 2 §24)
discourse and identity research, the 17" century Dutch Formosa and Spanish Hermosa
episode in Taiwan historical writings start benefiting from a deepening of research
mainly based on a wider accessibility to source materials. The turn of the millennium
research on Dutch Formosa in Anglo-European language scholarship increasingly
references transcriptions of the Daily Registers and sections of the General Missives
or the Resolutions. This has been facilitated by the publication of these materials in
The Netherlands since the mid-1980s (Blussé eds. 1986, 1995, 1996, 2000). Moreover,
it echoes and pairs the trends and specializations in Chinese language scholarship
following Taiwan’s democratization and its impact on academia.

Early History interpreted as Taiwan Island History

By the mid-1980s clear signs were coming from the academic community to set up a
framework depicting the practical, technical and ideological issues that grappled the
development of this early history in terms of access to source material, translations
and the need to go study abroad to learn the foreign languages involved, being Dutch
and Spanish. In brief, the significance of Dutch source material set in motion one of
the four pillars that by now have come to define the orientation of Dutch Formosa
Studies (hezhi shidai yanjiu faf;GHE{CAFZE) within the totality of Taiwan Studies
under the periodization of pre and early modern history (gian yu zaoqi lishi FijEdF.HA
JFES2).

Credit goes to historian-scholar Ts’ao Yung-ho &7k f1 (1920-2014) whose intellectual
indebtedness to interwar Japanese scholarship and interest in the French tradition
known as the Annales School combined to make the concept “Taiwan Island History”
(Taiwan daoshi &7 E 52). Ts’ao built his argument on four pillars, each of which
allows for multi-disciplinary approaches in the study of (1) cartography, (2) trade
relations, (3) cultural history and (4) archival research.

Thematic Approaches to 17" Century Taiwan History
The 17" century specialization around the icon of Ts’ao Yung-ho generated a
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significant number of research articles, monographs, and materials accessible that

define the specific literature that befit the Taiwan subjectivity (zhutixing) discourse

and its thematic approaches therein. The 17" century European presence is

periodicized as early or early modern history (zaoqi lishi F-HfFZ 52, jindai chugishi

FrCH)HAS). Taiwan Island History provides the methodological framework to write

about the theme Dutch Formosa/Spanish Hermosa, which is a specialization of either
o

the area studies called Taiwan Studies (taiwan yanjiu, &7&052 taiwanxue & EEL)
or the sub-discipline within history called Taiwan History (taiwanshi & 7&5R).

Has the Taiwan Island framework generated a venue for interdisciplinary research?
Generally speaking, the main focus is on the VOC archival materials, comprised in
large translation projects into Chinese or English that are state or privately funded.
This work goes along with an increasing digitalization of the sources, making travel
abroad less a necessity.

The biggest need for weeding the translations is to correct or complement the Chinese
gazetteers that function as the authoritative documentation of Chinese rule over
Taiwan and the formation of a Chinese society over the Formosan aboriginal ways of
life. Pertinent research questions deal with the etymology of place names, social
organization, the civilizing mission and the role of agency in explaining the cultural
encounter between Dutch, Han, and Aborigines.

The theme of Han migration (general description, 1652 rebellion, trade relations) now
covers land cultivation, taxation, and related socio-legal issues & journeying routes of
commodities give rise to an increasing field of work on regional trading networks.
The focus on trade routes has enabled a belated integration of Spanish Hermosa
research. Spanish sources were made known through articles that introduced archives
located in Spain, Portugal, Mexico, and the Philippines. Trade routes are linked to the
topic of cartography, which have fuelled the search for references predating the
coming of the Han under the Dutch. The more traditional theme of mission history
furthers the corpus of publications that were among the first to appear on the progress
of VOC activities in Formosa, a trend that was also visible in European language
scholarship.

Nonetheless, the academic community still grapples with the complexity in adopting a

transnational approach. This requires looking beyond the brief 17" century European
presence.
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Continuities with Qing Historical Scholarship

The treatment of Taiwan’s sinification under the Qing came about the same time as
the emergence of Taiwan historical studies in the subjectivity framework. Topics
concern the Chinese development of the island, thereby furthering the frontier
paradigm, but not really questioning the Chinese migration as an intrusion into the
space of the indigenous population. What make up the ingredients of the island
frontier society are the topics that look at following: the Qing quarantine policies to
regulate Han immigration in order to perpetuate the status quo between indigenous
and Han in effecting social order and control; the Qing policies of administration,
including taxation and land reclamation; the sub-ethnic feuding between Hoklo,
Hakka and aborigines, with specific attention to major revolts throughout the 18"
century; the establishment of a Chinese socio-cultural structure through education and
belles-lettres; and Han relations with the plain (civilized) aborigines as an example to
underscore the sinification process of the island through this intercultural contact.

In as much as Qing officials in 1683 regarded Taiwan as a strategically important
defence area for the coastal provinces of China, not much happened from the end of
the 17" century to the middle of the 19" century in the island’s internal development
that would have made up stories in the nationalist narrative of late imperial Qing
mirroring China’s greatness — hence, the coining of “Splendid Isolation.” That
changed when China during the aftermath of the Opium War and the opening of the
treaty ports in mid-19™ century suffered blows from superior military forces from
abroad and began to turn to policies of national self-strengthening, thus taking the first
steps toward modernization. Precisely this opening up also generated more research
possibilities because of the renewed entrance of the West and their commercial and
religious interests documented in national archives and private collections.
Nonetheless, one does need to note that a comprehensive study of treaty ports and
Western trade activities in Taiwan remained secondary to a deeper understanding of
the China trade and the China mission.

The pattern to discern in Qing Taiwan discussion is the gradual change from the
general (macro) to the particular (micro) that has come to encompass now almost
every ethno-geographical pocket of the island. The history of land reclamation, its
socio-geographical development and the formation of landowning class is described
within the Han migration paradigm (yiminshi %< 52), with a focus on establishing
an intellectual history of Taiwan society through the formation of an elite society up
to the Japanese colonial period was centred on generating a grassroots bottom-up
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discourse rather than the domineering top-down state narrative which echoed the
Western induced frontier status of the island through an emphasis on the rotating
Mandarin bureaucracy, Qing quota policies and reliance on gazetteers as the major
historical source.

Following the plains aborigines (pingpu) and indigenous research ‘boom’, mentioned
earlier on, documenting their settlement patterns and migration history in particular
localities has been added to the already domineering Han component. Complementary
research is the expansion in collecting and disclosing the land deeds and the history of
mapping. Research into cartography — one of the pillars of Taiwan Island history — has
consumed a larger area, stretching into art history books, regional histories, fancy
exhibition catalogues and collector items. In its academic contribution, this analysis of
the Taiwan map throughout its history serves the purpose of place name verification
(kaozheng £%&) and pairs with the search for Taiwan authenticity which is one
fundamental expression of the subjectivity discourse.

Discontinuity Revisited

Fundamental themes for the Qing historical narrative had their blueprint in the late
Ming thematic approaches, providing for a continuity of the Han-centred perspective.
The discontinuity, however, was that the Qing court heir to Chinese civilization had
become the official upholder of hegemony and power.

The contribution of the 1980s bentuhua process was that it opened academic and
resource venues and enabled one to study as much and as hard as one wanted.
Because of the 212-year span, there was plenty to start with in covering the basic
ground work. By the mid-1980s, the generation of scholars that had come over from
the Chinese mainland or co-opted Japanese-educated intellectuals had trained the
younger local-born generation who were inspired and inspirited enough to proceed
with documenting and learning about their own past and environment. From this
perspective, there were too many facts to gather waiting to be sorted into the Han
migration ideological framework than there was time to critically interpret these facts
into said framework. Henceforth, economic history continues the line of debates on
land reclamation and agricultural development of the island. Work on the
development of the harbour areas mid-19th century has a close anchorage with the
history of the trade relations across the straits.

The research output on Koxinga has remained consistent up until today and proves
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highly susceptible to “new turns”, such as being an icon of popular culture or
controversies in textbook, political discourses and comparative research with that
done in the PRC.

A renewed Western encroachment in Asia following the opening of the treaty ports
creates room for opening up a transnational discussion in two philosophical respects.
First, it can help put perspective on the proclaimed self-strengthening imposed by the
Qing administration in Taiwan modernization under late Qing (pre-1895). Second,
comparative research limited to the cross-strait angle in an historical perspective
excludes the agency and role of the indigenous population. The indigenous presence
renders a different perspective to the literature and its interpretation in studying the
‘Chinese’ treaty ports.

A significant bone of contention is the debate over new terminologies. But do these
new terminologies actually further new interpretations, or are they merely
symptomatic of ideological bickering and political hegemony? If the themes haiyang
Taiwan and cross-strait (liang’an i j5) are more ideologically laden, those of
maritime cultures (haiyang wenhua &% 32{L) and maritime East Asia (dongya haiyu
B onyEE) reveal a trend toward convergence. The heart of the matter is providing an
accommaodating stance for dialogue and closer collaboration with the current
cross-strait political reality. Not surprisingly, the necessity for this debate makes itself
felt on a linguistic level by illustrating differences between ROC and PRC uses of
academic terminology and its implied nuances. Use of differing terminology may also
point toward an accommodating stance with the paradigms used in international
scholarship and can result in a direct translation from the English language, such as
the term ‘early modern’ (jindai chugi #T{X#/JHH). Another is the recent surfacing of
terminology facilitating perspectives that write into the Western perspective on
Chinese history, such as the use of ‘frontier politics’ (bianjie zhengzhi #E5LHE &) or
‘imperial frontier/periphery’ (diguo bianqu 77 E&#&[&). It need not create ideological
tension or being symptomatic, as long as the viewpoint from whose perspective one
writes reflects the use of the term, and herein lies the contribution of bentuhua in that
such a possibility to have a choice has been created.

Drive toward Specialization and Warning against Simplification

Theoretical work pondering over macro-questions is now favoured over a
continuation of gathering micro-data and the fact-finding mission. It ties in closely
with seeking data application beyond a pure description of what was recorded in the
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gazetteers and official histories, instead interrogating the history of the learned
discourse and the domain of scientific literacy. However, it seems that more
immediate concerns revolve around the politically correct implementation of
migration history that can find a middle ground for ROC and PRC interpretations of
the same facts.

Speaking in the regional context (East Asia) has its advantages: it fits in with the
dynastic perspective, acknowledges the plurality of regions and warns to be alert for
the continental trap. At this juncture we are not benefited with a drive toward
hyper-specialization but have to guard against simplification because the locus of the
intellectual debate is no longer about a Taiwan-centric or sino-centric interpretation of
Ming-Qing Taiwan in a Republican understanding but instead is shifting to working
with a PRC state-narrative imposed rhetoric.

Fundamentals for the Qing historical narrative were laid with late Ming themes, and
the transition from Sino- to Taiwan- centric has not fundamentally turned these upside
down; rather, it has deepened themes and made the periphery no longer to be ignored
by the centre. This has generated the formation of a one historiography which
because of Taiwan’s late nation status, makes it ‘not united and indivisible’, but as |
have tried to show with the continuities and discontinuities, it is generating potential
for advancing toward a greater integration, which need not be on the same footing as
that of Anglo-European and PRC dynastic perceptions as a prerequisite.
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Creating a historical demographic database for TamSui in
Japanese colonial period and its academic application

XingChen C.C. Lin

SRIL AR e Z B
1. Introduction

During the colonial period, the Japanese government established a modern
household register system in Taiwan. Today these registers constitute a rare and
valuable resource for demographic history and the understanding of marriage and
family patterns in pre-modern Taiwan and East Asia. Based on the valuable materials
in the archive, Professor Arthur Wolf has completed a number of groundbreaking
researches, reported in two major monographs, and papers in ten collected volumes.
From 1989 to 1995, Professors Wolf and Ying-Chang Chuang won research grants
from the Luce Foundation and the Academia Sinica to create a digitized database of
household registers collected from communities throughout Taiwan called the
“Academia Sinica Archive of Taiwan Household Registers from the Japanese
Colonial Period”, and had starting the historical demographic studies in Taiwan.

Nowadays, fertility, mortality, nuptiality and migration of historical
demography had been studied in many countries, and it is the same in Taiwan.!
However, there are no directly or indirectly historical demographic studies in TamSui.
We can clearly understand the important role of TamSui during the colonial period, no
matter military field (Amphibious Landing Airport, TamSui) or economic
development. Under Japanese governing, the public construction and administration
efficiency were advanced as compared with other region in Taiwan. Even though
TamSui harbor exists in name only during the colonial period, TamSui still keeps its
important position in the development of Northern Taiwan, when we study the
humanity and economy. This is what we cannot overlook.

! Please refer to XingChen C.C. Lin, Wen-Shan Yang, Ying-chang Chuang, “ Another Marriage Choice:
A Study of Uxorilocal Marriage in Taiwan, Comparative Research of Taipei (urban) and Xinchu (rural),
1906-1944,” Journal of family history (201407 Accepted). XingChen C.C. Lin, “Headship, household
burden and infant mortality in Taipei (1906-1944),” Journal of family history 38(3)344-364. Arthur P.
Wolf, and Ying-chang Chuang, “Fraternal fission, parental power, and the life cycle of the Chinese
family." Bulletin of the Institute of Ethnology (Academia Sinica) vol. 89, pp. 201-23. Arthur P. Wolf,
and Theo Engelen, "Fertility and fertility control in pre-evolutionary China." Journal of Interdisciplinary
History, vol. 38, pp. 345-75. Arthur P. Wolf, and Hill Gates, "Modeling Chinese marriage regimes." The
Journal of Family History, vol. 23, pp. 90-99. Arthur P. Wolf, and Hill Gates, ""Marriage in Taipei City:
Reasons for rethinking Chinese demography." International Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 2, part 1, pp.
111-33
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With respect to Tamsui studies, most articles used qualitative method to study
humanities development. In Tsung-Hsien Chou’s article, he studied life history of a
Japanese business man, Tada Ekichi, in Tamsui. Tada Ekichi’s household register was
referred to describe his marriages and adopted son.? In government publications,
population censes data is collected and published regularly.> However, these censes
data can only provide us an overview of population development. For further study of
relationship between economy and demography, we need a longitudinal demographic
database to provide advanced statistic analysis.

Since nineteenth century, there are more and more female labors in West and
East societies, and most of them are domestic Original Equipment Manufacturer,
OEM. The industrialization made women become independent and no longer a
commercial good, but a money maker for their household. In this paper, | first
describe the household registers and use the initial sample data to demonstrate the
historical demographic society in Tamsui and focus on the women history.

2. Household registers

There were three types of household registers in colonial Taiwan: the active
register, the inactive register, and finally the sojourner register. Sojourners are the
transient residents in the household. They are not part of the family and sojourned in
the household because of work or some other reason. The three types of household
registers shared the same registration form (graph 1). The sojourner register was set
up only after 1935. Before 1935, there was no specific sojourner register book, and
the sojourners were recorded together with household members in the active register.
As a consequence, some sojourners have two similar records in the household
registration system: one in the sojourner’s original household, the other in the
temporary household. When the head of a household died, moved or retired from his
household headship, this household register file was marked inactive. Subsequently, a
new active file with a new head of this household was established. Obviously, the data
contained in the active and inactive registers are valuable to scholars working on
demographic research.’

To ensure that the data in the Taiwanese household registers were accurate, they

% Tsung-Hsien Chou E5ZE, ‘Tada Ekichi, a Japanese Businessman in Tamshui’ (357K I EE (b5 %
25 ) , Tamkang History Review (3T.50E2) 22:119-146. (2010)
* Tamsui household register office, New Taipei City, #1E35/KIEAFT, GE/KEE) | (2013).
* Xingchen C.C. Lin, Female Heads of Households in Eurasian Societies- Taipei and Rotterdam in times
of industrialization (PHD, Academia Sinia 2014)39.
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were updated regularly. Those individuals that were distrusted (vagrants and criminals)
had to report to the registry office every month. For people in higher social class, this
obligation was extended to every six or twelve months. Individuals had to report
changes in their situation, including births, deaths, marriages and changes of address,
to the heads of the local HoKou = v [household] networks, the so-called BaoChia
% within ten days. The BaoChia functioned as a Chinese community policing
system. The word ‘BaoChia’ denotes the head of Bao and the head of Chia. One Chia
consisted of ten households; one Bao consisted of ten Chias.’

> \bid, 42.
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VI v IV I I I
Evenis Events Evenis Evenis Events Present Address
4 3 2 4 3 2 4 3 2 4 3 2 4 3 2
7 le |s 7 |s |5 7 s |5 |7 s 5 7 |6 |5 |Race |Addes
native place
Relationship to head | Relationship to head | Relationship to head | Relationship to head | Relationship to head
Head of household
1211 |10 (@812 )11 (10 (9|8 (1211 |10 |9 |8(12 11|10 |9 |8)12 (11|10 (9|8 |1
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Graph 1 The household registration form in Colonial Taiwan. Note: 1. Date and reason for setting up the household. 2. Ethnic group. 3. Opium
addiction. 4. Bound feet. 5. Class (criminal records). 6. Disabilities. 7. Vaccinations. 8. Father’s name. 9. Mother’s name. 10. Detailed
information of status and occupation. 11. Name. 12. Date of birth. 13. Same-sex sibling order.

72



c
® =
- s5.%8 4
o [ %]
© = .. 6 E 3
= S o5 8 9
n 2 < 2 B8 Q £ =
= L 5 .2 = L o B
S © 2 5 O o £ 2
v .= (<5} - — Y=
28 E &2 & N
< © F ﬁ L= m_ > & =
= — = O o ©
NS T ;98 8L
=g c 8@ g 2 N
Q n 0O = 0 O = =5
S o
S 3 e 33ESPET
O 0O v e oL ¢ 5
E E g
] - =t . = ==e
o B T .
*mlllma\.lﬁrm R ..u.ld.fﬂl- ﬂ-&)qgmm_mw g& o - |
. \.... o 1 WA ™ I
! o N
£ ™ g
- . ¥ )
e .W‘{i*_—qwh.&) 1

1§

[

Z
a
Ik

73

r i




Graph 1 presents the format of the household registration form in colonial
Taiwan, and graph 2 is the actual household register. The form should be read from
right to left and from top to bottom. The first item found on every household register
is the address of the household and the date and the reason for its establishment. The
household in graph 2 was established on 1 December 1932; the reason for the
establishment was split from original household. This information was recorded in
column I. Besides the household address, the address related to a personal event was
also recorded in the household register. For example, in case of an adoption, the
original household address of the adopted child was recorded under his or her record
in the new household register. In addition, the new household address was recorded in
the adopted child’s original household register as the final record. Based on the
records of the addresses, the path of migration could be mapped out.

The top part of each column in graph 2 is for recording personal events,
including the name of the person involved, the date when the event took place, the
related address and the type of event. Looking at the information on the events
recorded under column 11, 11l and IV in graph 2, we can see that on 1 December 1932,
the head of the household split household from other household that was located in
the same address. She was live together with former household. In column Il of
graph 2, under the event column the sojourn were recorded. The grand daughter was
moved to HuaLien with their ex-household head. In column IV of graph 2, it recorded
that the head adopted a daughter on 14 February 1933.

Beneath each event column are six square boxes for other personal information.
The boxes are classified as ‘ethnicity’, ‘opium addiction’, ‘bound feet’, “class’ (for
criminal records), ‘disabilities’, and ‘vaccination’. The record in the opium
addiction box was like a drug license. If an individual had ‘A’ f# [a contracted word
of opium] written in this box, it means that he was allowed to smoke opium. Although
opium abuse was harmful to an individual’s health, it brought in substantial tax
revenue for the Japanese government. The Japanese government therefore allowed the
Taiwanese to smoke opium by buying it at official shops. However, Japanese were
forbidden to smoke opium and Taiwanese who provided opium to them faced the
death penalty. The vaccination box indicated whether an individual had received
smallpox vaccination. The box concerning ‘disabilities’ stated whether the person was
blind, deaf or dumb. As for the record of bound feet, there were three types: ‘not
bound” for women who never had had bound feet; ‘bound’ for those who had and
‘unbound’ for women who had had bound feet but released them, probably because
foot binding was forbidden by law in 1912. In graph 2, the ethnicity of all the
household members was Hokkien (Min-nan). The women’s feet were not bound in
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this household. The practice of documenting criminal records (class) was abolished in
the late colonial period and the original records were covered with black ink.

The horizontal rectangular box below the six square boxes indicates the
relationship of each individual to the head of the household. The listing of the
members was prioritized according to their relationship to the head of the household
when the household register was first established. This rule was broken when
somebody was married or moved into the household. In any circumstances, the first
person in the record always was the head of the household. In graph 2, the family
members listed in order and moved-in time were the head of household, her
granddaughter and her adopted daughter.

Additional personal information was registered at the lowest part of the form. It
included the names of parents, the same-sex sibling order, the status and the
occupations, the name and the date of birth of each inhabitant. For women, the
character * =’ (Shr) would be added between the family name and her first name.
Unless they were professionals, the occupations of other family members’ were not
registered; only that of the household head. In the case of graph 2, the head of the
household was an owner of laundry service and she was the eldest daughter and
adopted by Lin family, therefore changed her family name Wang to Lin. We lost her
marriage event but can interpret her husband’s surname is Huang. In 1935, the
regulation of the Taiwanese household registration system was altered. The household
registration form was simplified; the six small square boxes were omitted and the
occupation of the inhabitants was no longer recorded.

3. Historical demographic background of Tamsui from household registers

In January 2014, we started to contact and visit Tamsui household registration
office and finally received the agreement to copy the household registers in April
2014. There are 258 books of Tamsui household registers, and it will take one month
to digitize a book of household registers. In other words, it will spend more than 20
years to digitize the Japanese household registers of Tamsui. As for a pioneer project,
we select JiuKan, YuanlJi and XieXing (4 ¥t ~ ==& - % #) as pioneer sites to start
digitizing. There 24 books of household registers for these three sites, and will take
around 2 years. We only finished 2 books of inactive register as initial data for the
conference presentation.

Due to the conference date, | first hereby present an initial data analysis, and set
Taipei as comparison. Table 1 shows the sex ratio in Tamsui and Taipei. Even though
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we only have 3,477 people in Tamsui, the pattern of sex ratio is similar to Taipei.
Table 2 presents the distribution of ethnics, and Hokkien is the main ethnic both in
Tamsui and Taipei.

Table 1 Population distribution of household registers in Tamsui and Taipei.

Tamsui Taipei
Year Total Men Women Sex Total Men Women  Sex
Intervals|population ratio |population ratio
1906 452 234 218 107 7,102 3,659 3,443 106
1911 496 260 236 110 7,691 3,884 3,807 102
1916 497 240 257 93 8,379 4,215 4,164 101
1921 506 238 268 89 8,299 4,174 4,125 101
1926 386 177 209 85 9,285 4,560 4,725 97
1931 294 138 156 88 10,227 4,980 5,247 95
1936 278 129 149 87 10,806 5,256 5,550 95
1941 294 138 156 88 11,425 5,600 5,825 96
1946 304 144 160 90 12,615 6,211 6,404 97

Table 2 District Residents by sex, year of birth and registered ethnicity.

Tamsui Taipei
Year of Proportion registered as Proportion registered as
Birth Hokkien Hakka Non-Han|[ Hokkien Hakka Non-Han
Men
Before 1866 95.3 3.1 1.6 99.3 0.3 0.3
1866-1875 96.6 3.4 0.0 99.5 0.4 0.1
1876-1885 93.9 1.5 4.5 99.5 0.3 0.3
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1886-1895 88.2 1.5 10.3 99.7 0.3 0.1
1896-1905 97.2 0.0 2.8 99.5 0.4 0.1
1906-1915 98.9 1.1 0.0 99.3 0.6 0.1
1916-1925 93.7 3.2 3.2 98.8 1.2 0.1
1926-1935 100.0 0.0 0.0 99.0 0.9 0.1
1936-1945 100.0 0.0 0.0 99.7 0.3 0.0
Women

Before 1866 95.7 2.1 2.1 99.6 0.2 0.2
1866-1875 100.0 0.0 0.0 99.5 0.1 0.4
1876-1885 93.8 3.1 3.1 98.9 0.6 0.6
1886-1895 98.9 1.1 0.0 98.3 0.2 14
1896-1905 96.7 1.6 1.6 98.3 0.4 1.3
1906-1915 99.2 0.8 0.0 97.7 1.4 0.9
1916-1925 98.9 1.1 0.0 98.3 1.5 0.2
1926-1935 95.8 4.2 0.0 98.8 1.1 0.1
1936-1945 100.0 0.0 0.0 99.4 0.6 0.0

It is clearly that the mean age at first marriage of Tamsui men and women are
younger than Taipei men and women. It denotes a difference between town and
country. Moreover the distribution of marriage types also presents a Tamsui story.
The rate of uxorilocal marriage of Tamsui is much higher than of Taipei. The family
strategy and economic development are related to marriage choice, and worth for
further studies. With respect to the remarriage, it also shows very different stories
between men and women, Tamsui and Taipei. (See Figure 1 and 2) Table 4 shows that
in general the fertility rate of Tamsui is lower than of Taipei. As for the death risk,
although Tamsui men and women had higher death risk before middle age, they
turned to have lower death risk after age 40 for men and age 25 for women. It
somehow presents two nature laws. Biologically, first, men have a higher death risk
than women. Second, if you can survive in a difficult environment, then you have
strong capability to survive afterward.
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Table 3 Distribution and age at first marriage of major, minor, & uxorilocal marriage
by sex and Year of Birth.

Tamsui
Year of Percent of marriages Mean age at marriage
Birth Major Minor Uxori. Major Minor uUxori.
Men
1886-1900 47.4 18.4 34.2 21.5 18.9 23.9
1901-1915 63.6 27.3 9.1 22.4 17.5 23.7
Women

1886-1900 42.6 17.0 40.4 18.8 171 17.9
1901-1915 62.9 14.3 22.9 18.4 15.7 18.4

Taipei
Year of Percent of marriages Mean age at marriage
Birth Major Minor uxori. Major Minor uUxori.
Men

1886-1900 71.8 17.2 11.0 24.0 21.1 25.7

1901-1915 796 14.0 6.5 23.4 20.7 24.6
Women

1886-1900  61.0 20.7 18.3 20.8 17.5 20.1

1901-1915 709 14.9 14.2 20.9 17.9 20.9
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Figure 2 Probability of Remarriage and cause of termination before age 35 by men.

Table 4 Age-specific female fertility by marital status

Tamsui Taipei
Never married 0.30 1.54
Major mar. 3.46 6.39
Minor mar. 3.72 5.38
Uxori. Mar. 4.82 7.03
widowed/div. 0.85 2.11
Second mar. 4.48 6.67
Taipei Men Taipei Women =——Tamsui Men =—TamsuiWomen
1
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S 07
QU
P DB
(=]
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Figure 3 Age specific and cumulative probability of death by sex

4. Discussion

The main purpose of this paper is to share a treasure historiography for
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academic research: household registers during colonial period. As for now, we have
only around 3,000 samples, and the digitized work still keep going on. We plan to first
finish active and inactive household registers of JiuKan, than we can do further
advanced statistical analysis, for example, the relationship between marriage and
economy, ethnic and migration.
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